
ROCHDALE BOROUGH COUNCIL

CABINET MEMBER REPORT TO THE COUNCIL

REPORT OF THE CABINET MEMBER FOR ENVIRONMENT TO THE 
MEETING OF THE COUNCIL ON WEDNESDAY 17th OCTOBER 2018

Thank you Mr. Mayor for the opportunity to report to the Council the latest 
developments on various matters relating to the Environment Portfolio.

ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT
 Keep Britain Tidy Green Flag Awards all 10 sites have got their Award, including 

first time entrants Denehurst Park and Middleton Memorial Gardens
 Friends of Hopwood Park opened their community café in the park, supported 

by EM Services through the process of getting a lease for a derelict building in 
the park, Planning Permission and through the external grant funding process.

 In Bloom judging is complete, all 4 Township based community groups and the 
Council did themselves proud. We find out the results in October / November

 We won Gold Medal and best garden in category awards at RHS Tatton this 
year with a garden created in partnership with Rochdale in Bloom – a simplified 
version of the pop up garden on Gracie Island in Rochdale Town Centre to 
commemorate the end of World War 1. The medal is going to be placed in the 
awards cabinet in Riverside for visitors to view

 Friends of Denehurst Park have been supported by EM through various funding 
bids and have obtained a £98k Viridor landfill grant (which EM are matching 
with £45k funding from our Play Capital budget) to install a new, inclusive for 
kids with disabilities, pirate ship themed play area in Denehurst Park for 
summer 2019.

 Extensive social media campaigns detailing the work done by EM and the in 
Bloom groups. Pictures and video showcasing work as it took place as well as 
shout outs for assistance in advance of planting days. 
Two videos gained the most traction, one of the building of the pop up garden in 
the town centre with 2.2 thousand views on Facebook and one of the opening of 
the pop up garden gained over 7 thousand views on Facebook alone. 
Social media posts for in Bloom have gained traction at a higher rate than the 
norm for both EM and council wide posts. 
Opening of the pop up garden picture only post - Reach: 27,294, Engagement: 
4,280 for both Facebook and Twitter.
Reaction – residents have positively engaged in the in Bloom work and reaction 
has been overwhelmingly positive.

Operations
 Implementing new memorial services and developing a new cemetery extension 

at Middleton.
 Arranging the daily transport of just under 550 Special Educational Needs 

Children across and out of the borough.
 Working closely with STaR procurement to rationalise the controllable spend 

within EM and ensure compliance and value for money through smarter working 
and cross authority collaboration.

Waste Collection and Recycling
 Recycling officers attended a number of events including the ‘Feel good festival’ 



(speaking to 108 people), and the Mayor’s event at Broadfield park.
 Recycling team ran 6 football themed recycling events at the start of the world 

cup, speaking to 750 people.
 The team and bin crews have been doing a lot of work on reducing 

contamination in recycling bins. This is high importance due to stricter 
tolerances applied at the sorting halls, a full rejected load can cost upwards of 
£2500 with the loss of all the recycling.  

 The recycling team have been shortlisted for ‘Best Team’ at the LARAC awards 
in October. 

Enforcement
• Q2 2018/19 has proved to be another fruitful period for the Public Realm Team. 

In addition to all routine patrols, investigations, CRM, IR and FOI enquiries dealt 
with, the headline figures for the quarter are as below, with comparator figures 
for the financial year to date and corresponding figures for the same periods in 
2017/18 also provided for context.

Q2 
2018/19

2018/19 year to 
26.9.2018

Q2 2017/18 2017/18 year 
to 26.9.2017

Convictions 9 10 3 3

Paid cautions 8 17 5 7

Fixed Penalty 
Notices

19 73 79 79

Statutory 
notices

37 102 49 99

Warnings 101 216 88 132

Referrals to 
legal services 

for prosecution
5 30 8 8

Unlawful 
traveller 

encampments 
removed

6 12 26 42

The Team is also pleased to have taken part in the following:
 Monthly LAMS, Gateways and Cemeteries inspections
 Commencement of enforcement of the Rochdale Town Centre Public Space 

Protection Order 2018 (“PSPO”)
 Phase 2 of Startraq, the Team’s web-based back office system, has been 

successfully implemented and now covers all fly-tipping, statutory notices and 
PSPO cases

 The team supplied dedicated officers to assist in Rochdale in Bloom for both the 
regional and national inspections.

 The team continue to support the High Court Injunction on unlawful traveller 
encampments.

PROPERTY
 Refurbishment of Springhill HFE is progressing well with anticipated November 

completion, the £1.1 million project will give a state of the art rest bite facility for 
the most vulnerable including dementia patients, the site has been adapted to 



20 DDA assessable rooms/ day care service area/community café and 
extensive facelift to the reception and frontage, and additional car parking.

 Technical commissioned to complete the refurb of Shawclough Primary Nursery 
into a specialised unit for disabled children, the unit will have a 200k facelift and 
become the main centre for children with disabilities in the borough

 The team delivered over £1 million of mechanical upgrades through the summer 
including Brimrod Primary, Smithy Bridge, Alkrington Primary and Ashfield 
Valley Primary.

N1R
 The Me Learning ‘Invacuation Training’ released this month highlighting the new 

procedures to protect staff and visitors from external threats/incidents that 
necessitate N1R to be locked-down.

 Talks are ongoing with a potential tenant to move into the retail unit at the front 
of N1R. Preparatory building works have started including utility supplies and 
the installation of a raised access floor.

Managed Property Services
• The team continues to deliver a reactive repair service to all Council properties 

and Schools. 
• Following the successful completion of a number of projects over the school 

summer break the team is now preparing for and working on a number of other 
planned schemes for various council services

 1 Pennine View – House Refurbishment
 Bowlee Changing Rooms – Internal Alterations
 Queens Park Café – Internal Alterations
 Fan Convector Servicing at various Schools
 Adaptation works, including the installation of grab rails and ramps for the 

Home Improvement Agency
Capital Projects
 The majority of the summer projects for the Schools Capital Maintenance 

Programme for 2018/19 with a combined value of £2.25m are complete with the 
remainder on programme to be complete within the year. 

 Additional place planning schemes at St. Andrew’s CE, Boarshaw, Castleton 
and Littleborough Primary Schools have been completed, providing 7 extra 
classrooms for the start of the new school year.  

 Detail design works are progressing for the next phase of additional place 
planning schemes at Belfield, Lowerplace, St. Luke’s and Woodland Primary 
Schools.  

HIGHWAYS
Capital Programme & Delivery
 Year 1 of the 2-year LTP programme is substantially complete with 61 of the 62 

schemes delivered on time and to budget. 
 The preventative maintenance and patching element of the Additional Highway 

investment Programme has commenced and finished by summer 2019. The 
programme is starting in Heywood and then will go through to Middleton, 
Pennines and Rochdale. 

 Communications updates will start in October to update residents on progress 
and possible disruptions whilst work is ongoing. 

Bridges, Structures and Asset Management
 Ashworth Road Landslide Repairs has been on site for twenty weeks, the work 

is almost complete at this location. A second landslide has been identified work 



commenced to repair this on 17th September and is programmed to complete by 
Mid-Nov, weather and ground conditions permitting. Phase 3 of the work at 
Ashworth Road involves replacing a culvert and programmed to complete by 21 
December 2018. 

 A new Bridge Inspection Policy Document will record our inspection procedures. 
Currently we inspect 377 highway structures over a cyclic 2-year period. 

 Work to reconstruct Edenfield Road Retaining Wall 6 (located north of 1220 
Edenfield Road) to be tendered in October 2018.

Highways Maintenance 
 In partnership with BBLP routine maintenance of the Borough’s highways 

continues – to date we have:
 Cleaned 28,796 gullies and attended to 1,018 reported blocked gullies
 Undertaken or scheduled 6,483 minor highway repairs
 Inspected approximately 601 utility companies excavations on our 

highway
 Received and responded to 1007 service requests from the public and 76 

from elected members
 Attended 249 out of hours emergencies & 351 emergency road repairs
 Inspected 445km of highway for defects.

Winter Maintenance
• The 2018/19 winter service is due to start on the 15th October and the service 

has carried out all of the required actions in preparation. 
• A new weather forecaster has been procured which will provide higher quality 

forecasting at a reduced cost to allow more accurate treatments to be carried 
out across the network. 

Network Improvement, Development and Flooding
 The team continue to work closely with colleagues at TfGM on potential funding 

opportunities that could become available. As potential schemes start to be 
drafted these will be brought to Members for consideration. A number of 
schemes completed to help reduce flooding in areas identified in the flood risk 
funding allocation.

 Following a successful bid for the Mayor's Cycling and Walking Challenge Fund, 
work is progressing to prepare detailed proposals for the cycle route in 
Castleton.  

Car Parking
 Following a considerable period of being understaffed, the Parking Services 

team now have a full complement of staff; this has enabled the team to drive 
down the backlog of responding to appeals is now approximately 3 weeks.

STREET LIGHTING
 Continue to monitor the performance of EON so they provide a high quality 

service.  
 We will be using LED lanterns that align with the PFI contract that will further 

reduce RBC energy consumption and CO 2 emissions. 
 The routine maintenance for 2018 is currently 75 % complete and on schedule. 
 EON has taken an average of 2.12 days to repair a streetlight, the average 

percentage of lights working was 99.39 % for this period
FACILITIES MANAGEMENT
 The catering service are currently in the process of rolling out the ‘Cashless 

System’ to 16 schools in the Borough, the system allows children to order their 
school dinner on line as well as supporting the service in reducing waste by 
allowing the service to produce the exact number of meals required for any 
given day.



Town Hall
 The Feel Good Festival was a very busy time for the Town Hall as due to the 

additional opening times of the building we saw an increase in footfall from 
members of the public purchasing food and beverages.

 The Heritage Open Days were a huge success in particular on Sunday 16th 
September when several tours took place that showed areas of the Town Hall 
which in general are closed to the public.

 The Town Hall continues to be a popular venue for filming and the latest 
production, being filmed is “The Queen and I” written by Sue Townsend starring 
David Walliams.

CORONERS HOSTED SERVICE
The Coroners service that we host for Rochdale Bury and Oldham Councils now 
has a Bereavement Nurse working directly with bereaved families at earliest 
opportunity to provide support to those families with greatest need.  Sadly this was 
required on her first day of deployment following the death of a child in tragic 
circumstances locally.  The three councils supported this innovative approach by 
the Coroner and it is hoped this addition to the service will provide support very 
quickly for families at time when they need it the most.

REGISTRATION AND CELEBRANT SERVICES
Members will know that our Registration and Celebrant services provide a very 
important statutory service and are currently based at the Town Hall.  It is likely that 
we will have to find alternative accommodation for this service as the plans for the 
Town Hall are developed.

Councillor Neil Emmott
Portfolio Holder for Environment
Thank you Mr. Mayor, I will be pleased to answer any questions from Members of 
the Council about these or any other matter relating to the Environment Portfolio.


